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Group  Booking Information 

Vérité Guest House & Campus for Integral Learning
Vérité is a community-based project within Auroville, the international “city for human unity” located in South India. Since its inception in 1985, Vérité has emphasized ecological concerns and collective process in its efforts to develop as a center for integral learning for Auroville and its guests. Vérité offers a unique setting for groups that are searching for living, working examples of positive alternatives to the conventional approaches to life on this planet.

Guest accommodations

Vérité Guest House offers clean, simple accommodations for groups of up to 20 persons, in varied types of rooms: keeth or thatch “capsules” (tree houses), single and double rooms with common baths, and double bath-attached rooms. Preference is given to groups who stay a minimum of one week. 

Vérité’s kitchen provides 3 delicious, organic vegetarian meals per day, shared by guests and residents in the communal dining hall. Guests help out by cleaning up [image: image3.png]B/
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after themselves (dishes and rooms), and are welcome to volunteer in the kitchen or garden. Please note that hot water is available only by bucket and the entire campus runs on solar power (so no hair dryers, water heaters, etc.).
Additional collective facilities
· Programming and treatment facilities:

Vérité Hall – a 12 m diameter high-roofed hall 

      Integral Learning Center (ILC) Studio- a 10 x 12 m room with wooden floor 

      Treatment /consultation rooms- with massage bed and sink 
· Peaceful gardens and walking paths
· Library with books on Integral Yoga, spirituality and more
· Guest lounge / tea kitchen, with telephone and internet connection (open 24/7)
· Living demonstrations of solar electricity, alternative building materials, wind pumping of water, wastewater recycling, ecological waste management system, organic garden and orchard
· How groups are integrated in Vérité and Auroville
· Vérité assigns a contact person as a support for the group coordinator and a communication liaison with the Vérité community
· Vérité staff give an orientation to the project, and members can also provide interactive presentations about the renewable infrastructure, the community process, and the spirit of Vérité in the context of Auroville (please arrange this in advance)
· The Vérité team can also network you into different aspects and activities of Auroville dependent on your interest.
· Group members staying in Vérité can participate in Vérité’s classes, workshops and cultural activities at a reduced contribution rate 
· Guests and residents share meals, and group members are welcome to participate in community life by helping with meal preparation and clean up, gardening, and keeping their own rooms clean and tidy
Group coordinator responsibilities

· Planning in advance: 
Group coordinators are asked to provide all information requested on the Group Booking Application Form (see attachment), including a clear description of the group’s focus. All teachers and practitioners are asked to abide by a Code of Commitments (see attachment). 

For practical and community-building reasons, we ask that the groups’ class/workshop hours are arranged in accordance with Vérité’s meal timings (listed on application form), and also with the awareness that the public spaces are closed and quiet hours begin at 9 pm. 

· Before the group arrives:
We provide practical information about Vérité and Auroville for you to share with your group members, along with a form that includes all the data required for their registration in India. The group coordinator is responsible for collecting this data and forward all forms to Vérité at least 3 weeks prior to the arrival date.

It is important that you please send a draft of all promotional materials to us at programming@verite.in  before they are printed, posted online, or sent out. This will allow us to cross check all details and make sure there are no misunderstandings. Also please note that the use of photographs of the Matrimandir has been strictly prohibited by Auroville’s Working Committee and Council. Please see “Additional Notes”  on page 4 for more information.

· Upon arrival:
We ask group coordinators to set aside 2-3 hours on the group’s first day for the entire group for registration and orientation. We also ask you to check in briefly each morning with your Vérité contact person, as you will act as the liaison between Vérité staff and your group members.
· Before departure:
Group coordinators are responsible for all financial transactions, for conveying all necessary information to your group members, and for collecting and returning all Aurocards, cycle and room keys. 

Financial context, rates and policies

Vérité is not a "workshop center", but an Auroville project with a mission to help build an international city for human unity in rural Tamil Nadu. Throughout Auroville, the need for contribution is immense. Aurovilians are contributing substantial money, time, life experience, energy, faith and vision to the project. 

Contributions from guests help Vérité maintain its staff and its sustainable infrastructure, offset expenses of the program presenters and offer thousands of hours of “pro bono” service each year to those who are devoting their lives to Auroville.
Group contribution rate 

A varying, seasonal “per person/per day (pp/pd)” contribution rate is asked, which includes room and board (3 meals per day); contribution to Auroville’s Central Fund; use of cycles; basic laundry service; use of guest lounge, phone and internet; use of halls and meeting spaces (with scheduling arranged in advance); ecological infrastructure; Vérité orientation and introductory talk:
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Deposit policy
· a 5% non-refundable booking deposit is required to reserve the rooms and cover administrative fees; booking deposits are accepted as of 1 April for the following season, and must be received at least 180 days prior to arrival date (or earlier, in case of multiple booking requests for the same time period)


**please note that all bookings are considered tentative 



until the booking deposit is received**

· an additional 30% confirmation deposit is due 120 days prior to arrival date based on final confirmation of the number of beds and nights 
Cancellation policy
· 120 days or more prior to arrival date: no additional fee
· 30-120 days prior to arrival date: Vérité will do its best to fill all gaps created by your cancellation, and any income received from “substitute” bookings will be deducted from the amount owed. For the remaining balance, contribution in full is expected, minus 10% reduction for meals.
· Less than 30 days prior to arrival date: contribution in full is expected, minus 10% reduction for meals.
Please note
· All fees are due in INRs (Indian Rupees)  
· Any bank or transfer fees are in addition to the contribution due to Vérité
· When the group is registered, a refundable deposit of Rs 500 per person will be asked for the Aurocard (which acts as Auroville’s internal identity and debit card); this will be reimbursed when the cards are returned at the end of your stay
· If the group is renting cycles from Vérité, an additional refundable deposit of Rs 500 per person is requested (reimbursed when the cycles and keys are returned at the end of your stay)
· Within 24 hours of your arrival, the group coordinator is responsible for settling the final balance due (also in INR’s); this is payable by cash, check or credit card  
Additional notes

Visa Restrictions:

Group coordinators should be aware that all promotion, recruitment and financial transactions for your group must be done in your home country. Vérité and Auroville are able to host and offer meeting space for groups, but Government of India regulations stipulate that tourist visa holders are not allowed to teach or offer therapies, consultations, etc. in India. Tourist visa holders are also not allowed to promote their groups’ activities or recruit participants in India. Tourist visa holders are welcome to avail themselves of services, programs and tours in Auroville, but only through a registered Auroville unit.
Group Arrival & Departure Dates:

Group bookings are made based on specified group arrival and departure dates; Vérité can not give rate reductions in the case of individual group members who may arrive late or depart early.

Often some group members wish to arrive before the group arrival date and /or stay on after the group departure date. These “extra days” booking requests should be made by each individual group member by contacting verite@auroville.org.in   

Please advise your group members to do this as soon as possible, as Vérité cannot guarantee availability.

Special Notice Regarding Matrimandir:

The Matrimandir Access Group and the Auroville Council have clarified that promotional materials should NOT include photos of the Matrimandir or reference to meditation or concentration in the Matrimandir.  We ask you to understand that there is a special sensitivity to this issue, as Matrimandir is often used by people who have nothing to do with Auroville, and in a way that entices people to view Matrimandir as a "tourist attraction". For obvious reasons, Auroville wants to avoid this as far as possible.  

 

Vérité is unable to arrange Matrimandir visits. Please be advised that the request to spend time in concentration in the Matrimandir is to be made on an individual basis. Each individual person's request is then considered by the Matrimandir Access Group. Group coordinators are advised to contact the Matrimandir Access Group well in advance of your group’s visit (especially if it will be in the months of December-February) and they will inform you how to proceed. The e-mail address is: mmconcentration@auroville.org.in.  

Meals & Services:

Meals and other Vérité services (e.g. guest lounge, phone, internet) are only provided for guests who are staying in Vérité (and by pre-arrangment, for program faculty who stay elsewhere). We regret that we cannot accommodate your Aurovilian friends or outside guests.  

Next Steps:
For more information about Auroville and photos of the Guest House, please see www.auroville.org 

For availability and more group booking information, please complete the Group Booking Application form, review and sign the Code of Commitments, and return to verite@auroville.org.in and copy to programming@verite.in 



To maintain an atmosphere conducive to health and wellness in Vérité, we ask 


 all residents and guests to respect commitments to: 


NO SMOKING        NO ALCOHOL       NO DRUGS








March 10, 2016 - November 30, 2016       Rs 2050 pp/pd (+ Rs  pp/pd tax)





December 1, 2016 - March 10, 2017	      Rs 2500 pp/pd (+ Rs pp/pd tax)





ax)


(rates for the following winter season will be determined in April, 2014)








March 16, 2013-November 30, 2013      Rs 1650 pp/pd








2
1

